Interpreting the Declaration of Independence

	Their Words:
	Your Words:
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“When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another.”

	“dissolve the political bands”

Get rid of the government


What group of people want to “dissolve the political bands?”

Patriots

Who have they been connected with?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Great Britain
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	What does “self-evident” mean?

Obvious


What is the important truth that Thomas Jefferson is writing about?

That all men are created equal


Do you agree with this truth? Why or why not?

Answers will vary
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	“endowed by their Creator”
Given, inherited

unalienable – can’t be denied


What are these rights?
1. Life
2. Liberty
3. Pursuit of Happiness

Which right do you consider the most important?

Answers will vary

	Their Words:
	Your Words:
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	“deriving their just powers”
Where they get their jobs/power

“consent of the governed”
The people must approve 

Who is meant by “the governed?”
The people, the colonists

How do you think a king would feel about this type of government? Why?
Not good. Giving up power to the people. 
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	When a government begins to destroy life, liberty, and happiness, what can the people do?
1. Change or get rid of the government
2. Form a new government


What new government did the colonists form?

The United States of America

What would you do if the government began to destroy your rights?

Answer will vary.
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	What is despotism?

Evil control 

What are some specific abuses on the long train?
1. High taxes
2. No trial by jury
3. Quartering Act

What should the people do with this type of government?

Get rid of it and create a new one
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9–10  ★  THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE,  JULY 4, 1776



“Neither aiming at originality of principle or sentiment, nor yet copied from any particular and previous writing,
it was intended to be an expression of the American mind....”
—THOMAS JEFFERSON, AUTHOR OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE



“When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary
   for one people to dissolve the political bands which have



connected them with another,
and to assume among the powers of the earth the separate and



equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature’s
God entitle them, a decent respect to the



opinions of mankind requires
that they should declare



the causes which impel them to the separation.



“We hold these truths to be self
evident:  That all men are created
equal;



“that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable
rights; that among these are life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;



“that to secure these rights,
governments are instituted among
men, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed;



“that whenever any form of
government becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the right of  the
people to alter or to abolish it and
to institute new government....



“when a long train of abuses and
usurpations...evinces a design to
reduce them under absolute
despotism, it is their right...their
duty, to throw off such government
and to provide new guards for their
future security.



“Such has been the patient
sufferance of these colonies; and
such is now the necessity which
constrains them to alter their form
of government."



THOMAS JEFFERSON



The entire Declaration of Independence appears on the next 2 pages.
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