Four Paragraph Essay Format Terms You Need To Know
1. Essay:  A piece of writing that answers a specific question.  Your essay should include: an introductory paragraph, 2 body paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph.
2.  Introduction:  The first paragraph in an essay.  This includes the title and author of the work you are discussing and your thesis statement.  The opening sentence should be a general sentence about the topic.
3.  Body Paragraph(s):  The middle paragraph(s) of your essay.  This is where you answer the question using concrete details from the literature.

4.  Concluding Paragraph:  The last paragraph of your essay.  It should re-state the thesis and end in a general sentence based on the essay topic.  Do NOT include new details!!
5.  Thesis:  A sentence that includes key words from the essay question.  The thesis is stated first in your introduction.  It is then echoed again in your conclusion.  It states what you want your readers to know, believe, or understand after having read your essay.
6.  Pre-Writing:  The process of brainstorming and getting your ideas down on paper BEFORE you begin your essay.  You can do this with lists, webs, graphic organizers, etc.

7.  Topic Sentence:  The first sentence in a body paragraph.  It states the topic of that body paragraph.  Topic sentences should start with the characters first name.
8.  Transition words:  These words start each concrete detail.  For example:  first, next, lastly, etc. (See your blue “transition word” sheet for more examples.)
9.  Chunk:  A chunk consists of one detail paired with one commentary.  Each body paragraph consists of two chunks.
10.  Concrete details:  Specific details from the story.  These are the factual events in the story that help support your thesis.

11.  Commentary:  Your comment or explanation of the character(s) and/or the concrete details.  (See your blue “commentary starter/helper” sheet for examples.)
12.  Concluding Sentence:
The last sentence in a body paragraph.  It should not be the same as the topic sentence.
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Four Paragraph Essay Format
Paragraph 1:  Introduction (2-3 sentences)
· Create a general (non-specific) statement about the essay topic

· Include title and author of the literature

· Include thesis (essay topic)
Paragraphs 2/3:  Body Paragraphs (6-8 sentences)

· Start with a topic sentence (include key word(s) about the essay topic)

· Include two concrete details (start each detail with a transition word:  first, last, next, etc.)

· Follow both details with a commentary (start each commentary using a commentary starter/helper)

·  End with a concluding sentence (include key word(s) about the essay topic)

Paragraph 4:  Conclusion (2-3 sentences)

· Begin with “ In conclusion....”, and re-state thesis statement
· End with a general (non-specific) sentence about the essay topic





