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   Unit 7 Day 4
Aim: How did the Adams’ presidency challenge the Bill of Rights and states’ rights?
Troubles with France  
· France snubbed a U.S. diplomat, and was attacking American ships.
· XYZ Affair
· Adams sent three agents, called X, Y, Z, to France.
· The French government demanded the U.S. pay France a bribe of $250,000.
· They also wanted the U.S. to lend France several million dollars.
· The U.S. reacted by refusing to pay any money.
· War Fever
· Many Federalists demanded Adams ask Congress to declare war on France.
· Adams asked Congress to increase the size of the army and rebuild the navy.
· Between 1798 and 1800, the U.S. fought an undeclared naval war with France.
· Adams sent a new mission to France.  The French leader, Napoleon Bonaparte, agreed to stop seizing American ships.
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The Alien and Sedition Acts

· Alien Act
· alien: an outsider or someone from another country
·  The Alien Act increased the duration from 5 to 14 years that a person had to live in the United States to become a citizen.

· Sedition Act
· sedition: activity designed to overthrow a government
· The Sedition Act made it a crime for anyone to write or say anything insulting or anything false about the President, Congress, or government.
States’ Rights

· Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions
· The Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions stated that the Alien and Sedition Acts were unconstitutional.
· They declared that states had the right to declare laws passed by Congress to be unconstitutional.
·  nullify: deprive of legal force (cancel)
· States’ Rights: the idea that the union binding “these United States” is an agreement between the states and that they can overrule federal law.
	Arguments for States’ Rights
	Arguments for Federal Power

	· The federal government derives its power from rights given to it by the states.

· Because the states created the United States, individual states have the power to nullify a federal law.
	· The federal government derives its power from rights given to it by the American people.

· States have no power to nullify federal laws.

· States cannot revoke federal powers set forth in the Constitution.

	Trouble on the Horizon

Within 25 years of the Alien and Sedition acts, people in New England and South Carolina would threaten to leave the Union because they either disagree with American foreign policy or opposed laws passed by Congress. 


